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LAC OPPOSES SENATE'S
PROPOSED RECONCILIATION
PACKAGE, EMPHASIZING
HARMS OF MEDICAID AND
SNAP FUNDING CUTS

June 17, 2025: The U.S. Senate Finance
and Agriculture Committees released
their reconciliation text that, like the
House-passed reconciliation bill,
would effectuate the largest cut to
Medicaid in the program’s history and
make fundamental and drastic
changes to the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) if
enacted.
Read more.

FROM PRISON TO THE
BOARDROOM

Some stories begin in darkness. For
Michael M., that darkness came
early, when at 15 years old, his
mother left him to face the world
alone. What followed were nights
spent on cold benches, meals
scavenged from trash cans, and
eventually, a 10.5-year federal prison
sentence.
Read more. 

The Public Affairs Research Council of
Louisiana hosted a webinar about the
major takeaways from the recently
concluded 2025 regular legislative
session.
If you missed the webinar, want to
reference information or share it with
a friend, you can watch the recording
on PAR's YouTube Webinar Recording.

A RECAP OF PAR'S
WEBINAR:
﻿2025 LEGISLATIVE SESSION -
WHAT HAPPENED?

LOUISIANA CURE

LOUISIANA REGULAR
SESSION OF 2025
LEGISLATURE ENDED ON
JUNE 12

The Louisiana Legislature adjourned
Sine Die on Thursday, June 12th,
after two months of policymaking,
spirited debate, and legislative
advocacy. The Louisiana Center for
Health Equity (LCHE) followed the
session closely, tracking and
advocating for policies that aligned
with our LA40by2030 initiative to
improve healthcare outcomes and
access for Louisiana’s children and
families. Although not all of LCHE’s
legislative interests were realized,
the 2025 Regular Session passed
several pieces of legislation that will
continue Louisiana on the path
toward progress in health equity.
Read more.

KEY WINS FOR EQUITY AND
JUSTICE

The 2025 Louisiana Legislative
Session concluded last week, and
it’s time to reflect on what was a
season marked by both intense
challenges and remarkable
victories. Through coordinated
advocacy, diligent policy tracking,
strong partnerships, and
grassroots pressure, the Power
Coalition is proud to have stood
alongside our partners at the
forefront of the fight for equity and
justice.
Read more.

THE PROFIT MOTIVE
A recent book unveils the shockingly
long history of for-profit prisons—
and the equally long history of
incarcerated people demanding
compensation for their exploited
labor.
Read more.

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A
GOOD DAD — FROM
INSIDE A PRISON CELL

For Shafiq, inside Sheridan
Correctional Center, being a good
dad while incarcerated means lots
of emails and phone calls.
“Never underestimate the value of
your presence in the lives of your off-
spring,” he writes. “We are physically
absent, but that does NOT preclude
our being present in all the other
ways that matter.”
Read more. MY DAD WENT TO PRISON

WHEN I WAS 5. NOW I
WRITE ABOUT FAMILIES
LIKE MINE

Growing up with a father who was
incarcerated didn’t define me. But it
certainly taught me to challenge
stereotypes and ask better questions.
Read more.

https://georeentryconnect.com/blog/homeless-to-hope-prison-entrepreneur-story/?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=blog-rss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQZ01aWyDiA
https://lahealthequity.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a44fba0ff1146a05a461e68e0&id=884275e469&e=ead7de6376
https://lahealthequity.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a44fba0ff1146a05a461e68e0&id=884275e469&e=ead7de6376
https://lahealthequity.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a44fba0ff1146a05a461e68e0&id=f289b58805&e=ead7de6376
https://inquest.org/the-profit-motive/?utm_source=TMP-Newsletter&utm_campaign=139a7e319d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_06_17_10_37&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e02cdad9d-139a7e319d-174374857
https://www.wbez.org/criminal-justice/prisoncast/2025/06/14/what-it-means-to-be-a-good-dad-from-inside-a-prison-cell?utm_source=TMP-Newsletter&utm_campaign=139a7e319d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_06_17_10_37&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e02cdad9d-139a7e319d-174374857
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/06/18/my-dad-went-to-prison-when-i-was-5-now-i-write-about-families-like-mine?utm_campaign=opening-statement&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_term=4079-trump-cuts-block-opioid-court&utm_source=TMP-Newsletter&utm_campaign=139a7e319d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_06_17_10_37&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e02cdad9d-139a7e319d-174374857


VIA THE LOUISIANA CENTER FOR HEALTH EQUITY:

https://www.lahealthequity.org/


VIA LEGAL ACTION CENTER:

https://www.lac.org/


The 2025 Louisiana Legislative Session concluded last week, and it’s time to reflect on what was a season marked by both intense
challenges and remarkable victories. Through coordinated advocacy, diligent policy tracking, strong partnerships, and grassroots
pressure, the Power Coalition is proud to have stood alongside our partners at the forefront of the fight for equity and justice.
Below is a summary of key wins, significant challenges, and the critical issues we will continue to monitor as we prepare for
implementation and future sessions.

Key Wins for Equity and Justice
Thanks to your organizing efforts, several critical bills aligned with our mission made it to the Governor’s desk:

HB 405 – Voting Rights Transparency: Requires the Secretary of State to publicly share election law changes.

HB 100 (Signed by the Governor - Act 140) – Surveillance Reform: Prohibits bail bond agents from using cellular tracking devices.

HB 454 & HB 514 – Doula Access & Oversight: Expands Medicaid coverage and strengthens governance of the Doula Registry
Board.

HB 457 – Solitary Confinement Reform: Provides educational and religious materials for incarcerated individuals in solitary
confinement.

HB 584 (Signed by the Governor - Act 209) – Back on Track Youth Pilot: Creates a youth-centered incarceration alternative
program.

SB 87 – Cash Bond Notification: Ensures those who post cash bonds receive warrant notifications.

SB 182 – Medicaid Emergency Protections: Secures continued Medicaid access during declared emergencies.

HR 314 – Community Investment Recognition: Urges the Louisiana Department of Health to expand immunization access and
education in rural and low-income communities to prevent disease and improve public health 
SB 2 – Fluoride Ban Defeated: Preserves access to safe public water supplies.

HB 382 (Signed by the Governor - Act 190) – Health Insurance: Requires health insurance plans to cover home visiting services for
families with newborns and young children.

HB 268 – Terminology Change Regarding Juvenile Pornography

HB 76 – Defeated: Criminalization of the intentional infection of sexually transmitted diseases.

Housing Victories
HB 262, HB 619, and SB 196: All anti-homelessness bills were successfully defeated.

Health Victories
HB 514, HB 454, SB 70, and HB 467 were all passed with strong support.

HB 400 (regressive health bill) was successfully killed.

Voting Rights Progress
SR 154: Established a task force to increase voter participation.

HB 405: Advanced election transparency.

Early Childhood Education/Care Victories
Maintained funding for Early Childhood Education in HB 1 (Budget Bill).

HB 579: Successfully established the Early Childhood Education Stability Fund.

HB 589: Although it eliminated some education committees, we were able to save the Early Childhood Care and Education
Commission.

HB 352: Governor vetoed this bill, which would have eliminated background checks for early childhood certification for certain
educators.

SB 233: Passed the School Readiness Tax Credit.

Bills Passed with Amendments – A Fight Ahead
Some bills we opposed or had concerns with were passed but amended under pressure, reducing their most harmful provisions:

HB 344: Expands permanent disciplinary labels.

HB 445: Addresses juvenile criminal record confidentiality and access.

        (Cont’d)

VIA THE POWER COALITION FOR EQUITY & JUSTICE:

https://powercoalition.org/


SB 95: Expands the use of electronic monitoring and criminalizes violations.

HB 690: Directs the Louisiana Surgeon General to create rules for handling emergency use medical treatments (EUA).

HB 575: Liability for unlawful termination of a pregnancy. While amended, it remains a deeply concerning bill.

Challenges and Harmful Bills to Monitor
Despite our pushback, several damaging bills are now law or still under consideration:

HB 5: Increases penalties for sex worker solicitation and expands the list of sex offenses.

SB 15: Expands immigration surveillance and criminalizes interference with federal immigration enforcement.

SB 100: Legal Status Data Collection raises privacy and civil rights concerns.

HB 208 (Signed by the Governor - Act 158): Further limits parole opportunities.

HB 260 (Signed by the Governor - Act 169): Expands second-degree murder charges, raising due process concerns.

HB 153 (Signed by the Governor - Act 151): Increases unemployment work search burdens.

HB 64: Expands the Attorney General’s authority over federal legal matters.

HB 206: Requires legislative approval for election procedure changes, limiting flexibility.

SB 156 (Became law without the Governor's signature - Act 116): Grants legal recognition to in vitro embryos (embryo
personhood).

HB 303: Risks increased surveillance and harm to immigrant communities.

SB 127 (Signed by the Governor - Act 111): Fast-tracks nuclear development with reduced oversight.

SB 244: Reorganizes DENR to fast-track approval of CCS projects in Louisiana.

SB 94(Signed by the Governor - Act 105): Redefines environmental protections, weakening oversight.

HB 692: Classifies nuclear and natural gas as “green energy,” potentially diluting clean energy investments.

Emerging Threats & Uncertain Outcomes
Several passed bills continue to pose risks to democracy, health, and rights. We are monitoring their implementation closely:

HB 206: Threatens responsive election policies.

HB 274: Transfers emergency management to the Military Department.

HB 425: Introduces biased abortion language and mandatory reporting.

SB 4 (Signed by the Governor - Act 89): Allows political signage at public schools.

HB 281 (Signed by the Governor - Act 75): Bans campaign apparel at polling locations.

HB 625 (Signed by the Governor - Act 212): Calls for a statewide constitutional amendment election on April 18, 2026.

Strategic Wins That Shifted the Narrative
Amidst the flood of harmful policy, our collective efforts stopped or reshaped critical legislation:

SB 74: Changes to juvenile criminal case jurisdiction were involuntarily deferred.

HB 400: The required parental consent for certain medical services was killed.

HB 685: The anti-DEI proposal was stopped outright.

HB 555 & HB 629: "Medical Freedom Act" bills were prevented from advancing.

Criminal Justice Bills: HB 344, HB 445, SB 95 – All passed with pressure-induced amendments.

Additionally, VERA and other partners developed an analysis of March 29 election data that provided advocates with key tools to
resist harmful constitutional amendments.
While we faced a tidal wave of harmful policy, your leadership, advocacy, and data-driven strategies ensured that people power
continues to matter. Let’s continue to build momentum through the interim—our work isn’t over. We’re already gearing up for
implementation and community defense.
Thank you for standing firm, standing together, and standing for justice.


